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Term Four always seems to have a different feel than the rest of the year. 
Summer is on the way, everything seems to speed up and a feeling of 
completion and achievement naturally occurs. Each day I see a student 
accomplish their own personal best and marvel at the distance they have 
come this year in their learning and personal growth. It is a special time of 
year and there is much to be grateful for.
There is a flipside to all this excitement and success. At this time of year, 
we seem to place more and more expectations upon ourselves. Not only 
do we have work to finish, projects to complete and goals to master, but 
we also have a social event each weekend, end of year parties and the 
Christmas holidays to plan for. Everyone seems to become extremely 
busy.  
To be busy is not necessarily a negative thing. I often find being busy 
contributes to my own feelings of achievement. However, there is a 
difference between being busy and being hurried. When hurried, we do 
what needs to be done without any appreciation for what we are doing or 
who we are with. Our focus becomes narrowed to our to-do-lists and we 
close ourselves off to any new opportunities. 
When I feel myself slipping into this hurried state I have to remind myself 
to allow more time for kindness towards myself and others. Jesus, too, led 
a busy life, but He never lost sight of each individual and demonstrated 
incredible compassion in His time on earth. He always remembered that 
each person is what matters. This is what encourages me to slow down 
and take the time to help another (or secretly watch the latest Netflix 
Christmas movie).
So, enjoy the excitement and the feeling of completion that this time of 
year brings, but also take time to relax and withdraw from the mayhem 
and remember what is important. This time will pass; the good parts 
and the stressful parts, and what we will benefit most from will be the 
connections we have made with each other, and the kindness we have 
shown ourselves.  

Submitted by| Hannah Gilles

Upcoming Events
WEEK 2
WED 24 OCTOBER
• Year 6 Camp
• Book Fair

THURS 25 OCTOBER
• Book Fair
FRI 26 OCTOBER
• Book Fair

WEEK 3
WED 31 OCTOBER
• Come & Try Music Workshops at 
Endeavour (4.30pm-6.00pm) 

THURS 1 NOVEMBER
• Scholastics Book Club closing date

FRI 2 NOVEMBER
• Shed Men

WEEK 4
MON 5 NOVEMBER

• Endeavour German visit
• Reception & Year 6 Excursion
• School Tour 9.15am

TUES 6 NOVEMBER
• Meet the Author Day

THUR 8 NOVEMBER
• Reception Transition 1

WEEK 5
TUES 13 NOVEMBER
• Reception Transition 2
WED 14 NOVEMBER
• Connected Schools Athletics Carnival
THURS 15 NOVEMBER
• Connected Arts Night at Endeavour



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• SPLASH Vacation Care

From the Principal
WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY OCTOBER 26
Friday is World Teachers Day (Australia), where 

teachers throughout 
Australia are celebrated. 
To our teachers, I am 
incredibly grateful to work 
with a team of teachers 
who are dedicated to their 
students, to the continual 
improvement of teaching 
and learning, and to the 

educational profession. Thank you also to all staff 
members at St Paul who work every day towards the 
smooth running and success of our school.

Please don’t hesitate to share your appreciation of a 
staff member this week, or any day of the year!

STAFFING NEWS
Over the weekend, it was announced that Mat von 
Stanke has been appointed to serve as pastor at 
Lifeway Lutheran Church in Newcastle from 2019. This 
means that we will be farewelling the von Stanke family 
at the end of this year. Elise has been a blessing to 
our school community in her role as Performing Arts 
Teacher for a number of years and we pray for her, Lily, 
and the entire family as they plan their interstate move.

Also, we congratulate Sarah Williams on her new 
teaching position in 2019. Sarah will be working in the 
dance department at The University of Adelaide Elder 
Conservatorium Musical theatre as a teacher and 
choreographer. St Paul Lutheran will certainly miss 
Sarah’s passion and enthusiasm for Performing Arts 
and in particular her work with Wakakirri and Concert.

Next year, Stacey Baldock will be taking a year of leave 
to teach in Scotland. We wish Stacey the best for her 
overseas adventure and look forward to welcoming her 
back in 2020.

STUDENT ABSENCES AND LATE ATTENDANCE
I’d like to remind parents that our school day runs from 
8:45am to 3:15pm. Being late to school or leaving early 
can disrupt school routines for your child which in turn 
can affect their optimal learning times. Late arrival 
to school also means that students miss important 
social interactions with their friends. These morning 
conversations amongst students about how their sport 
went the night before, or a recent book or television 
show, is an important part of developing belonging in 
school. 

We understand that the occasional specialist 
appointments are unavoidable, however I ask that, 
wherever possible, you schedule appointments outside 
of school hours or during holiday periods. Please note 
that any absences later than 9:15am are recorded as 
a half day absence. Likewise, if your child is collected 
form school earlier than 2:45pm, this is also a half day 
absence.

SA government guidelines categorise 5 or more 
absences in a term as ‘habitual non-attendance’ 
and 10 or more absences per term as ‘chronic non-
attendance’. You can use the school portal and School 
App to check your child’s attendance statistics.

All planned student absences for one week or longer 
must be approved. The ‘Application for Exemption’ 
form must be completed and signed four weeks prior 
to the absence to gain approval for students to be 
absent from school. This includes family holidays, both 
locally or overseas. This is in line with the Department 
for Education procedures for parents to obtain an 
exemption from school for their children. A discussion 
with the classroom teacher is then important to ensure 
that you can be prepared for the missed school time. 
The teacher will often suggest some simple activities 
that can be done whilst you are away.

Thank you for assisting us to create the best learning 
environment for your child.



CLASS ALLOCATIONS 2019
Later in Term Four, we be creating class lists for 2019. 
If you have any particular requests for class allocations 
for your child/ren next year, please email me at 
lmattner@stpaulba.sa.edu.au. Please be aware that this 
is a complicated process which will take into account 
educationally, medically or socially relevant information. 
Therefore, we cannot take parent or student requests 
simply based on personal preference for teachers. As 
always, we take seriously the trust you place in us as 
educators to make the best decisions we possibly can 
for all students.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
MEET THE AUTHOR DAY
Tuesday 6th November 8:45am-9:45am
Students have been experimenting with book making 
and writers workshops. The children are excited to 
share their learning at our upcoming Meet the Author 
Day. Classes from Reception- Year 5 will be open for 
visitors to engage in the writing process. Keep an eye 
out for further information from your child’s teacher. 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
CONCERT DVDS 
Write your own story concert DVDs are available from 
the front office for $25 each.

COINS FOR CARE RESULTS
The total money raised for Lutheran Community Care 
from our Coins for Care fundraiser was $911.40. Thank 
you all for your generous donations. The class with the 
longest line will be revealed at next week’s Assembly.

PICNIC ON THE PARK
Sunday 18 November (Family Event) Please note the 
change of date! To coincide with the St Paul Church 
Community Sunday event, the Picnic in the Park will 
now be a Sunday afternoon event to continue to build 
the church and school relationship. A special thanks to 
those of you who have volunteered to be part of the 
organising team. Information about this event will be 
sent home this week!

FOOTY COLOURS DAY 
FRIDAY 
16th November (week 5)
Students are invited wear 
‘footy colours’ in support of 
the Fight Cancer Foundation. 
Please bring in a Gold Coin 
donation. Footy Colours Day 
will coincide with PE Week.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
BOOK FAIR 2018

There were many excited students today as the 
Book Fair officially opened. Students and parents 
can continue to purchase from the Fair tomorrow 
(Thursday) from 8.30am – 8.45am and 2.30pm – 
3.30pm. We will also be open Friday 8.30am – 10.30am 
and 1.00pm – 3.30pm. Please drop in and have a look!

Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager



ENDEAVOUR COLLEGE - MUSIC WORKSHOPS
Come and Try Music Workshops for Year 6 students 
who are attending Endeavour 
next year. The workshop 
is being held on next 
Wednesday, 31 October, 
4:30 – 6:00pm. For more 
information please contact 
Julie Freund, Community 
Coordinator at Endeavour 
College

 julie.freund@endeavour.sa.edu.au

ST PAUL APP
Have you downloaded the NEW St Paul Lutheran App? 
Search at the App Store “St Paul Lutheran School”.

2018 CONNECTED SCHOOLS ATHLETICS
Congratulations and best wishes to the following 
students who have earned the chance to represent St 
Paul Lutheran in this year’s Endeavour Cup Athletics 
Carnival on Wednesday, 14th November (Week 5):

Year 3 - Thinara Hatangala, Setia Harris, Jordan Bolo, 
Frazer Case, Bolt Nguyen, Zac Hanin, Jayden Tabuena.

Year 4 - Sabah Tan, Jemma Gillard, Lauren Minney, 
Laura Reynolds, Holly Graefe, Cleo Tabuena, Samuel 
Barun, Isaiah Jones, Sean Keeler, Rory Hamilton, Liam 
Kelsey-Smith, Ryder Ward, Asher Harten.

Year 5 - Xenia Salupalu, Robyn Hanel, Chinonye Ojimba, 
Milika Hussaini, Vesna Stankovic, Ruby Hartwig, Brendan 
Leong, Hayden Grieger, Harry Singh, Archie Kretschmer, 
Samuel Clark, Jayden Martin, Luke Kostiw, Aaron 
Theodorsen, Mason Klenner.

Year 6 - Heidi Paton, Lyla Muir, Tahlia Mundy, Imogen 
Healy, Bethany Fay, Taylor Johnson, Hayley Fechner, 
Chelsea Tape McGlashan, Hannah Ratsch, Poppy 
Fountain, Mehak Kaur, Gracie Oborn, Ebony Schache, 
Callie Weiss, Ethan Hughes, Fergus Venning, Aleksa 
Novakovic, Eli Nguyen, Austin Gillard, Marshall Latty, 
Jacob Barun.

SPORTS PRACTICE CANCELLATION POLICIES
The following conditions and responsibilities apply to 
after-school team sport practices at St Paul Lutheran:

Hot Weather Policy – Practice sessions will be cancelled 
if the advertised maximum temperature on morning 
(up to 8:00am) radio/television/internet media is 33°C 
or above.

Wet Weather Policy – Practice sessions will be cancelled 
if it is raining at school at 2.30pm on the day of practice.

Parents/caregivers who are unsure whether or not an 
afternoon practice session has been cancelled due to 
inclement weather are advised to telephone the school 
office after 2.30pm.

Please note:  In the event of cancellation of a team 
practice by a coach, for reasons other than inclement 
weather, it is the responsibility of:

a) The coach concerned to communicate this to 
parents/caregivers of players (eg by SMS, phone call, 
email, newsletter or in person)

b) Parents/caregivers of players concerned to reply to 
the coach’s message, to ensure that the coach is aware 
that all parents/caregivers know.

As a duty of care, children not collected by 3.35pm on 
occasions where sessions have been cancelled, will be 
escorted to SPLASH.

Kym Mickan|PE Coordinator



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
Fax +61 8 8262 4216 
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
SPIN CAMP 2019 
SPIN Camp is a four-day, three-night/state-wide camp run by Blueprint 
Ministries for young people in years 4-6 (in 2018). 

The purpose of SPIN is to create an inclusive and encouraging 
community for young people so that they grow in relationship with 
Christ and others.

When: 8-11 January 2019

Where: Camp Kedron Barmera

Cost: Early Bird Registration $180, Full Registration $195

Bus transport available with PU points at St Paul Lutheran Church Blair 
Athol for $20

This camp is very popular and often sells out fast. 

For more information check out www.blueprintministries.org.au/camps/
spin

SPY NEWS
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday 
of the month during school terms.  

Our next get together is on Friday 2 November.  Time 7:00-9:00pm in 
the Church Hall. Cost is $2.00.  Join us for games, chat and fun!  

Girls please bring something to share for supper.  For more information, 
please contact Nicole Hall 0412 686 342.


